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BLAINVILLE, QC (Canada) – March 30th, 2015 – Medunik Canada, a Canadian pharmaceutical company specialized in rare 
diseases, is pleased to announce that PHEBURANE® (a tasteless oral formulation of sodium phenylbutyrate), is now 
available for distribution in Canada. PHEBURANE® is the first drug to be approved in Canada for the chronic management 
of urea cycle disorders (UCD) after receiving market authorisation on January 27th, 2015. 
 
“Most patients with UCD are required to use medication 3-4 times daily to prevent severe complications from their 
disease, so taste is critical. Increased compliance to the tasteless formulation of PHEBURANE® allows for better 
management of the condition, thereby improving the overall quality of life of UCD patients,” says Dr. Simerpal Gill, 
Director of Medical Affairs at Medunik Canada. 
 
“Our urea cycle disorder families and medical professionals are very excited to have PHEBURANE® as a treatment choice 
that will lessen the burden of taking a previously unpalatable medication that so many struggle with on a daily basis. If a 
UCD patient cannot take all their medication, the disease can spiral out of control, causing brain damage or even death. 
We believe having access to PHEBURANE® will help improve compliance, leading to better stability, fewer 
hyperammonemic crises, and improved outcomes for patients,” says Tresa Warner, mother of a girl with ornithine 
transcarbamylase deficiency and President of the National Urea Cycle Disorders Foundation. 

 
About PHEBURANE®  
PHEBURANE® (a tasteless oral formulation of sodium phenylbutyrate) is indicated as adjunctive therapy in the chronic 
management of urea cycle disorders, involving deficiencies of carbamylphosphate synthetase, ornithine 
transcarbamylase or argininosuccinate synthetase. PHEBURANE® should be used with dietary protein restriction and, in 
some cases, dietary supplements (e.g., essential amino acids, arginine, citrulline, and protein-free calorie supplements).   
 
PHEBURANE® is indicated in patients with neonatal-onset presentation (complete enzyme deficiencies, presenting within 
the first 28 days of life). It is also indicated in patients with late-onset disease (partial enzyme deficiencies, presenting 
after the first month of life) who have a history of hyperammonemic encephalopathy. 
 
PHEBURANE®, developed by Lucane Pharma, is under exclusive distribution in Canada through Medunik Canada.  
 
About Medunik Canada 
Medunik Canada's vision is to improve the health and quality of life of Canadians living with rare diseases. Created in 
2009 with the mission to make orphan drugs available to Canadians, it offers turn-key partnerships to international 
companies interested in making their products available to Canadian patients in need of otherwise unavailable 
treatments. For more information, visit www.medunikcanada.com. 
 
About the National Urea Cycle Disorders Foundation 
The National Urea Cycle Disorders Foundation (NUCDF) is leading the fight to conquer urea cycle disorders (UCD) by 
stimulating and funding cutting-edge research, educating medical professionals and affected patients and families on 
identification and treatment, and raising public awareness so no child or adult suffers or dies undiagnosed. As the only 
nonprofit organization in the world solely dedicated to saving and improving the lives of children and adults with UCD, 
NUCDF is the driving force behind change through advocacy, serving as a vital resource to medical professionals and a 

http://www.medunikcanada.com/


lifeline to affected patients and families all over the world, providing information, support and Hope. For more 
information, visit www.nucdf.org. 
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